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Mario P. Navetta
 

Born in Brooklyn (Williamsburg)

 

Like so many old Brooklynites, I now live in New Jersey.  The only other choice was Staten Island. Were I able to afford it, I would buy a vacation home in Coney Island.

 

Played with Our Lady of Mount Carmel after its glory days of Pepe, Carman, Joe Gennaro, Sonny Calvagna, and so many talented others.  It was Pepe who "made me an offer that I couldn't refuse" who got me to join a hopefully resurgent corps. A truly good, but temporary effort was made.  In fact, the corps put on a terrific show at its annual dinner dance in Sunnyside Garden, Queens. But a revival never happened.

 

 A couple of years later, I joined the Skyliners, and stayed with them for about a year and a half.  I was the least of the least in that corps, but I learned a lot. And I got to meet the greats: Tommy Martin, John Guarino, Bobby Bellarosa, Hy Dreitzer, Too many, too gifted.

 

  I saw Loretto compete at Randall's Island. It was in essence, a sister corps to Mount Carmel.  Love at first sight and sound. The four years that I spent there are now some of my most cherished memories.

 

   I got older. I went to Hawthorne. They didn't need me. They already had the likes of Mike DelVecchio, , George DelMonte, Don Angelica, Gene Marotta, Harry Hazelwood, and so many others of outstanding talent.

Somehow or other, I made that line.  It was the height of my playing career, although that height was still very low.

 

  After that, I "taught" several local stand-still corps. My favorite was a group called the "Flying Dutchmen" (all of whom were Girl or Boy Scouts) and whose home site was the First Dutch Reformed Church, on Flatbush and Church Avenues. They were featured in a film produced by NYC.  They also scored well in their divisional competitions.

 

  On day, Bobby Bellarosa asked me to write a story for his "Heritage" magazine.  It seems that my writing is somewhat better than my playing ability.  

 

    Rick Connor asked me to write for his "Masters of Marching Arts" magazine. I've been doing that for several years now.

 

   I've had several stories published in Drum Corps World. Other tales can be found on Drum Corps Planet, as well as a number of  other drum corps related sites.

 

  I have recently inducted myself into my own hall of fame, for having done this much with so little going for me.

 ***A long time ago with Loretto. 

Mario

                                                                     

 

